Keeping in touch with God
and each other.

UPDATE JANUARY 2007

Dear friends,

In the December Update | quoted Deuteronomy 31cbraferred to
that scripture and the Scripture Union notes inletter of 14" December
which | know came as a great shock to many. Hetleeiscripture again
“It isthe Lord who goes before you. He will be Wwityou; he will not falil
you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed”.
| have been greatly relieved and encouraged toHmarmany found that
letter helpful in understanding how | believe Gadl lheen leading me.
Thank you for your prayers and the love all theilfaimave received.

So what next? The New Year brings a reality chtklast Sunday |
think will be the 2§’ January and over the last week the extent of the
uprooting has been dawning on me as that day witlectoo soon. Last
Sunday | said | didn’t believe that God was gom@pe on vacation as far as
Holy Trinity is concerned when Hennie and | leaveelieve that Joseph in
his response to the angelic dream is a good modethé church to be
hearing God directly for now, not relying on whatshbeen done in the past
or even what we think is best. As far as the predesoncerned | am sure
that Bishop Colin will explain what is to happemamho will be responsible
during the interregnum (as it is called) and whb g able to provide
support in different areas of ministry. (pleaseshiee you read his letter, that
will be given out this Sunday,chJanuary) | know there are many people
praying for Holy Trinity and seeking God's face.eltesponsibility passes
from me so you are quite free to ignore all thigt lere are my thoughts so
far.

First, please support and pray for the churchwasdidley have a great
responsibility to oversee this as far as the chiscloncerned, they are
responsible to Bishop Colinand they are his agpdiofficers. Their task



will not be easy. Fortunately for most of the Syndad midweek
congregations there are good teams leading thasgregations and trying (|
hope) to put into practice the vision | have beastiog these last years
(being a transforming community....). This means thalmost every case
someone will be praying for you and seeking to @rage you in
communion, community and mission (to quote Viv Tlagha summary of a
mature Christian fellowship two years ago). Bus thiilll obviously be much
easier if all the church is praying for all of ctioyand Viv's teaching on
prayer at this year's Awayday should help this leapgMay | ask you to
consider making the first Monday of the month Praymght a particular
priority even if you haven’t been able to come befoow. The small groups
and clusters which have been growing so well e&e ¢y here in prayer,
pastoral support and continuing mission; don’t gipethe habit of meeting
together (remember Hebrews 10:24 and 25).

Second, if you believe God is speaking to you ableatfuture, tell
someone, probably a warden but maybe a membe b ftgmgre gation
team; test it, try it out on those who may agreg tdose who will challenge.
One of the phrases | hoped to bring into the chsiretcabulary was the
concept of “constructive dissent” as opposed tatidetive consent”, that is
don’t go along with stuff and then complain, if yaant to dsagree say so in
love and submit your view to the wisdom of the cliuand the guiding of the
Holy Spirit Beware any cabals, any muttering, gogsip, anything that you
would not say to a person’s face. When we had idudsions about the
reordering | reiterated that it was not only whataid that mattered but how
we did it. That will be put to the test now.

Third on specifics, when | outlined priorities ast years Annual
Meeting (I’'m sure you could get a copy from thaa#fif you've laid too
many coffee cups on your presentone!) my first waye a youth minister
and reordering. It may still be possible to makegmointment in relation to
youth and | am sure Greg Bartlem will give goodmsup and the
Archdeacon advise on what could be done in theimt¢here is money in
the budget. Above all support, pray offer helphe brilliant team who are
currently running the children’s and youth groupsSaundays. This is really
outstanding ministry and those inwolved need mdralesting from time to
time as anyone would. One princple which has beaguemerge is that



someone worshipping in one congregation might dffeserve in a ministry
in another.

As far as reordering is concerned, | would not Haaen at all easy in
moving unkss | believed the church had reachenirat pt where there was
enough consensus to be able to continue the momearid not believe it
simply had to go back to the drawing board. Of selsomeone leaving in
the middle of such a project is not ideal The Dasmot at all an exact
parallel but | was able to pick up where David #wchurch had got to and
bring the projectto completion (not that anythtaglo with church buildings
Is ever complete). Similarly the PCC Awayday inelwas a marvellous
example of how to do this and if you look at theesoof that meeting you
will see how much consensus has emerged. This nhébimk that the
excellent working group, with Sue Wilcox and BdllRnson leading are in a
strong position to work on areas the PCC didn'tredd, and keep the
exploration going. No one can take decisions witltbhe PCC under Bishop
Colin’s oversight following all the procedures that have been following
and know we cannot but follow. Beware conspira@othes, please go on
putting into practise the courtesy and respecthaatmarked the process to
date and the Lord will lead and protect and talkectiurch to a place maybe
before a new incumbent comes in which you cansaydch a person “this is
where we believe God is leading us. Come over aipl Us”.

In all the areas of life in the church, small greuglusters, prayer
ministry, Alpha, Meeting Place, music, welcome, austration now is the
time to see whether you might offer yourself tophébear one another’s
burdens” (Galatians 6 2). Holy Trinity s a chugified by God and called to
bless this city. Christmas was a wonderful e xarop lsow this happens; | am
asking to see whether the imagined increased atens across the season
was down to the prayer witness and seriousnessaralasire to call the city
to worship Christ. Thank you to everyone who gawe gave again so that
everything from Christingle to Crib to Carol seescand Communion at
Midnight and at other times, as well as everytlatsg, could happen.

The suddendeath of dear Betty Burgess just béftrestmas and her funeral
on the day | write this letter are a sobering retainthat this community of
which we are a part, whether here or Birkenheddairidge, is a community
with an eternal perspective under the auspicesioLord who has overcome
death and intends the world to know this good rigwsugh us. There were



some extraordinary God-instances, even in Betigyssmg, enormous
encouragements that God is with us.

Back to Joseph and Deuteronomy; the Lord is molleng/to speak
than we know; his promise is true; that was Josephd Mary's discovery,
let it go onbeing your’s and mine as well in thesv year,

With love in Christ

Keith



